
“Therefore, encourage each other with these words. . .”  I Thessalonians 4:18 
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3   Ann Reeves 
     Perry Miller 
9   Gary Potter 

Please! Call the church office  
if your birthday was missed! 

15 Herb Kelley 
      Sherry Hill 
25  Sophie Moore 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
 

Goal: $1500  Received to date: $795 
“Reaching the Nations . . . Together.” 

‘I saw a great multitude from every nation 
and all tribes and peoples and languages 

standing before the throne.’ Revelation 7:9 
 

100% of your gifts to the Lottie Moon       
Christmas Offering enable gospel             

transformation among the                         
unreached around the world. 

Together, Southern Baptists send IMB 
missionaries to be steadfastly present among 

people and places where 
Jesus 

is not named or known. 

Happy 2023! 
II Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 

I Peter 1:3 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 

begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Lamentations 2:22-23 
22 Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. 

23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.

Debbie Miller has designated 
the first Wednesday of every month               
as distribution day for our church. 

The operating hours are 4 - 5:30 pm. 

 
Volunteers are so important in this ministry, 

please contact Debbie at 704-890-9494, 
if you would like to help. 

  “Thank You” to all who donated food         
items and to those who have helped with  

distributions.  Together we will not only feed 
the physically hungry, but also feed the 

Spiritually needy.  Food items may be brought 
on Sundays or dropped by the church office. 

 
 

Psalm 9:18 
For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 

and hope of the poor shall 
not perish forever. 



 I was recently made aware of a new word in the 
English language: incrementalism.  Now that’s a 
mouth full, isn’t it?  It is defined as, ‘A gradual 

eroding of moral values.’  It is a big word for a big 
problem.  But big problems do not always require 
such big words.  How about the word “sin”?  That 
is a small word for an enormously large problem.  

But I don’t see people anxiously trying to work the 
word sin into their conversations.  As a matter of 

fact, people usually are trying to avoid the 
conversation as much as possible. 

 
 
 

Ever notice how using the word sin will instantly 
change the direction of the conversation? 

Especially if the person you are talking with is 
living a life outside of a relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  Maybe these people would be more 
comfortable talking about their incrementalism.  
Nevertheless, the fact is that whatever we call it, 

sin is still sin. 
 
 
 

Dancing around it with fancy two-dollar words 
may make it a more fashionably acceptable phrase, 

but it doesn’t make it any more acceptable 
in the sight of God. 

 
 
 

I, for one, believe that God never intended for life 
to be complex or confusing.  Most issues in life 

truly are black and white.  There is right, which is 
God’s way, and there is wrong which is everything 

else.  We can call it what we like, but when it 
comes down to it the result of sin will not only 

be the gradual eroding of our moral values, 
but of our eternity as well. 

 

 Don’t you know that a little yeast works through 
 the whole batch of dough?  Get rid of the old  
 yeast that you may be a new batch without 
yeast—as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover 
lamb, has been sacrificed.    II Corinthians 5:6-7 

                        to 
       Windy Wyatt and Family in 
          the passing of her sister, 
          Willene Melton 
                      to 

Donald Price and Family in the 
passing of his brother, James Price, 

and to any who have lost a cherished 
family member or friend. 

May HE comfort the hearts of all. 

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you 
want to test a man’s character, give him pow-

 Pray for 
         America! 

“If my people, who are called  by 
my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
  their sin and I will heal their land.”     II Chronicles 

Joe & Sherry Hill 
January 11, 1974 

The Jewish people left Egypt in such haste after 
the first Passover that they did not have time to 
leaven their bread, and subsequent generations 

were commanded to celebrate the feast with 
unleavened bread in commemoration of the 

event.  The Jewish people were expecting a new 
redemption, like their first exodus from Egypt, 

when the Messiah came.  Here in this verse, 
Paul believes that the Messiah has come, and 

that this Messiah was Himself 
the new Passover Lamb. 

 

As we focus on the birth of the Messiah this 
month, let us not forget that Jesus was the only 

Person ever born for the purpose of dying. 
He died for our sin, and our incrementalism. 

 

Love and Blessings, Pastor Mike             

 

Pastor Mike will continue teaching          
from the book of 

Daniel 
Wednesday, January 4th, 11th, 18th, 

and  25th.  
A light supper will be served at 6:30. 

Also, the 
new daytime Bible Study 

will continue on Tuesday, January 3rd, 
10th, 17th, 24th and 31st at 2 pm. 

Please join one of these Bible studies! 

               with 

 The 49’ers 
 Wednesday, 
January 11th               

at 9 am at 
The Landmark 

Restaurant! 
A great time of 

fellowship! 

 A Daily Bible Reading 
Schedule will be made 
available in the foyer 
for each month in 

2023. 
If followed completely, 
you will read through 

the entire Bible during 2023. 
But use it as it best fits your schedule. 

There is no doubt that our lives are much more 
enriched when we spend time daily in His Word. 

Make a commitment to getting into the 
Word this coming year!                       

Watch Pastor Mike’s 
sermons, see our 

Newsletter, Calendar, etc! 
 

www.eastwaybaptist.org 

Friends at Eastway, 
     What a year 2022 was at Loaves & Fishes and 
Friendship Trays.  We saw a significant increase in 
the number of people we are serving due to the 
increasing financial hardships being felt in so many 
areas.  With so many in our community facing food 
insecurity, we are eternally grateful for you and your 
commitment to fighting hunger.  Our work would 
not be possible without your partnership. 
       Sincerely, Barb DeMase, Annual Giving Officer 

Wednesday 
January 4th! 

 

HE 
Hears Us! 


